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Submission Instructions:
Please complete the form below and e-mail to: Proposals2012@ecdcus.org
NOTE: Please provide all information requested, including names of speakers and biographies.

We invite your submission of proposals in the following thematic categories. Please indicate your selection with an (X) in the box.
Session Categories 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Best Practices in Refugee Resettlement Programs

Presenters will share generally accepted best practices, from informally standardized techniques to time-tested methods or processes that have proven effective in refugee service provision and program delivery.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Economic Empowerment & Employment

We invite presentations on various training, business, and micro-enterprise development programs available for newly arrived refugees; barriers to employment and employability services; interpretation and translation services; day care solutions for refugee children; employment retention and economic independence; and employment opportunities and resources. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Education & Integration

Given the range of skills, educational levels, and language barriers of incoming Africans, panelists may explore models for professional recertification programs, successful refugee-focused culturally competent literacy programs, methods for teaching and learning English, and specialized Technical Assistance programs.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Immigration Services

Presenters may select from the following immigration-related issues: starting a legal immigration program; attaining Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) recognition and accreditation; adjustment of status and family reunification; naturalization services; unauthorized practice of immigration law; and immigration consequences of criminal conduct and convictions. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Partnership Strategies

This category will highlight successful refugee resettlement program partnerships with local, state, and federal partners. Discussants will share insights on strategies used to create such partnerships, as well as challenges encountered and surmounted to create significant partnerships worthy of replication.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Refugee Health Services

Discussants will focus on challenges and opportunities of maintaining refugee health and well-being through prevention and wellness programs and creating access to affordable health-care services. We welcome considerations on the role of technology in community health improvements for marginalized groups experiencing significant health and service disparities.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Socio-cultural Challenges, Integration, and Related Laws 

Presenters may choose from the following topic areas: successful language programs and cultural orientation services for educators, service providers, and businesses in refugee communities; socio-cultural challenges faced by refugee communities; empowerment programs for refugee women; and Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender (LGBT) placements and state related laws, challenges, and solutions.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cultivating Youth Leadership 

This session invites discussion on refugee youth challenges; successful support systems; positive models of youth leadership development; crime prevention and early intervention strategies and resources for refugee families and communities; and representation opportunities for refugee youth are welcome.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Diaspora Contributions
African newcomers to the U.S. have actively contributed to the social, economic, and cultural life of communities around the country. Suggested panels include notable success stories and contributions of African refugees and immigrants at the local and national level; considerations of the African Diaspora and its role in home-country development; and broader issues of brain drain vs. brain gain, skill transference, and remittances. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
We invite panel ideas that are thematically related to the suggestions listed below or to the conference theme of conflict and consequences, peace initiatives, humanitarian aid or other timely and relevant research, policy, or resettlement service provision issues connected to African refugees and immigrant lives.
Evaluation and Selection Process: 
All submitted proposals will be reviewed by ECDC’s conference planning committee. Selection is based on topic relevance. Accepted presenters will be notified in January 2012.
E-mail this form as an attachment by Friday, December 16, 2011 to: Proposals2012@ecdcus.org
For further information, please contact:
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