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ECDC’s Annual Conference Examines Resettlement Issues  

 Reversing a five-year downward trend 
in the worldwide refugee population, a 
new report from UNHCR in early June 
showed a 14 percent increase in 2006, 
attributing the increase largely to the 
situation in Iraq. By the end of last year,  
the conflict had forced up to 1.5 million 
Iraqis to seek refuge in other countries, 
particularly Syria and Jordan. 
 At the same time, the share of other 
categories of people under the agency’s 

 More than 200 leaders from na-
tional and international organizations, 
MAAs, and others engaged in refugee 
affairs attended ECDC’s 13th annual 
conference in Arlington May 21-23, 
which provided updates on current 
refugee flows in the Africa and infor-

mation about anticipated arrivals 
through the nation’s refugee resettle-
ment program; enabled people to ex-
change ideas about improving program 
development and delivery systems. 
 Under the theme African Refugees 
and Immigrants: Pursuing Life, Lib-
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Refugee Population Growth in ‘06 Reversed 5-year Downward Trend 
different mandates grew sharply, in most 
cases as a result of improved registration 
systems and more accurate statistics. 
 Despite the increases, the “2006 
Global Trends” report included some 
bight spots, particularly in Afghanistan 
where 734,000 refugees returned home 
voluntarily; and Africa, with major 
homeward flows in Liberia, Burundi, 
Angola and Sudan.   
 “As the number of those uprooted by 
persecution, intolerance and violence 
around the world increases, we must face 
the challenges and demands of a chang-
ing world, while remaining faithful to 
our mandate of defending the rights of 
refugees and other people we care for,” 
said High Commissioner for Refugees 
António Guterres. 
 At the end of 2006, the main group of 
refugees under UNHCR’s mandate con-
tinued to be Afghans (2.1 million), fol-
lowed by Iraqis (1.5 million), Sudanese 
(686,000), Somalis (460,000), and refu-

gees from the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and Burundi (about 400,000 
each). 
 UNHCR figures do not include some 
4.3 million Palestinian refugees in Jor-
dan, Lebanon, Syria and the Palestinian 
Occupied Territories, who fall under the 
mandate of a separate agency, the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestinian Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA). If added, the total number of 
refugees under both agencies’ mandates 
is more than 14 million. 
 In addition to refugees, for a number 
of years UNHCR has also been helping 
specific populations of internally dis-
placed people (IDPs). These are people 
who have also fled their homes because 
of threats to their safety but have not 
crossed any internationally recognized 
borders. At the end of 2006, the total 
number of conflict-related IDPs world-
wide was estimated at 24.5 million by 

erty, Happiness, the conference in-
cluded workshops on such topics as 
strengthening marriage and family re-
lationships; approaches to employment 
and early self-sufficiency; educating 
the African child in America; identify-
ing and supporting victims of torture; 
and nurturing partnerships for success-
ful resettlement.  
 A special session was devoted to 
“understanding and serving Burundian 
refugees,” to help local resettlement 
agencies prepare for the arrival over 
the next several months of an esti-
mated 10,000 Burundian refugees who 
have been stranded in Tanzania for 
nearly three decades. 
 Martha Newton, director of the Of-
fice of Refugee Resettlement, de-
scribed her initiatives in sensitizing 
other federal agencies to the needs of 

Attending the an-
nual conference 
banquet following 
visits to Capitol 
Hill are Represen-
tative Shelia Jack-
son-Lee (D-Texas), 
left, and event em-
cee Regina Brat-
ton, a producer 
for WUSA-TV’s 9 
News NOW pro-
gram. 
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the Norwegian Refugee Council. 
 As part of a strengthened collaborative 
effort to address the needs of IDPs, the 
United Nations assigned specific sectoral 
functions to various U.N. agencies last 
year. In that context, UNHCR assumed 
lead responsibility for protection, emer-
gency shelter and camp coordination and 
management in IDP situations in a num-
ber of countries, including Uganda, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Libe-
ria and Somalia, according to a report 
from the agency. 
 At the same time, hundreds of thou-
sands of people were displaced within 
their own countries by the conflicts in 
Iraq, Lebanon, Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste 
and Sudan. By the end of 2006, the num-
ber of IDPs protected or assisted by 
UNHCR as part of the collaborative U.N. 
effort reached a record high of almost 13 
million – more than half of the estimated 
IDP population in the world. 
 This is almost double the previous 
year’s figure and is the single biggest rea-
son for the sharp increase in the overall 
number of people under UNHCR’s man-
dates—from 21 million in 2005 to almost 
33 million last year. 
 “We are part of the collective response 
by the U.N. system and the broader hu-
manitarian community to the plight of the 
internally displaced,” said Guterres. “At 
the same time, faced with a situation like 
Darfur, the role of organizations such as 
ours is severely constrained. That may 
seem intolerable, yet our desperation is 
nothing next to that of the millions of vic-
tims of forced displacement.” 
 Stateless people—those who do not 
have any nationality, and therefore in ex-
treme cases do not officially exist—are 
another group that have benefited from a 
more focused approach by UNHCR in 
concert with host states and donors. 
 As a result of an ambitious survey of 
states, a more comprehensive view of the 
scale and complexity of this issue has 
been emerging. By the end of 2006, the 
number of stateless people stood at 5.8 
million. While that total is nearly double 
previous estimates, the result is less a 
measure of new cases than a function of 
the new statistical measures.  

‘06 Refugee Population 
Growth Reverses Trend 
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In My Opinion... 

With Gratitude to a Generous Nation 

A s employees of Deloitte & Touche filled the halls and offices of our head-
quarters in early June wielding paint brushes, hammers and other tools to be 
used during their spruce-up visit, I was reminded anew of an earlier experi-

ence with the enthusiasm and dedication Americans invest in volunteer service. The 
Deloitte staff members were participating in what the company calls its annual IM-
PACT Day (see item, page 7), during which employees volunteer their services in 
support of worthy local community organizations. Merely to stroll our hallways 
these days is to recognize and appreciate the impact they made on improving the 
appearance of our office spaces. For members of our staff who joined them in the 
effort, such a stroll provokes memories of the brief time they shared with those who 
arrived as  strangers among us but left as allies in service to others. 
 The earlier experience brought to mind by their presence occurred in the early 

1960s when the first large group of Peace Corps 
volunteers arrived in Ethiopia. They spent a few 
days in Addis Ababa for in-country orientation 
and then dispersed to outlying villages, embark-
ing on a two-year adventure that would have a 
significant impact on my homeland’s educa-
tional, agricultural and health sectors, while 
exerting perhaps an even greater impact out-
come on the volunteers themselves.  
 It was my privilege to serve as a cross-
cultural instructor for many of those early vol-
unteers when I, too, was a young and idealistic 
student and teacher, helping acquaint them with 

some of the cultural and social characteristics of my country. Over the next several 
years, more than 3,500 Peace Corps volunteers lived and worked in Ethiopia, the 
last group leaving in 1999. Another small group resumed the organization’s pres-
ence this year to work in the field of HIV/AIDS education and prevention. The 
Peace Corps was not the first—nor the last—federally-supported initiative to har-
ness the volunteer spirit of Americans and channel their talents into productive en-
deavors. Amid the Great Depression of the 1930s, Franklin Roosevelt created the 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), through which millions of young men served 
six to 18 months restoring the nation’s parks, revitalizing the economy and provid-
ing a means of support for themselves and their families. A National Service Time-
line produced by AmeriCorps lists such other national efforts as VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to America), the Job Corps, the National Teacher Corps, the 
Foster Grandparent program, RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program) and 
SCORE (Senior Corps of Retired Executives).  AmeriCorps itself emerged from the 
National Community Service Trust Act of 1993, an initiative by President Bill 
Clinton to expand opportunities for Americans to serve their communities. Presi-
dent George W. Bush called on Americans to donate two years of their lives to vol-
unteer service during their lifetimes and created the USA Freedom Corps to encour-
age service to community and country.   
 In addition to such government-sponsored volunteer programs are the contribu-
tions by individuals, religious institutions, non-profit organizations and corpora-
tions like Deloitte to the nation’s welfare, both through their gifts of time and tal-
ents as volunteers and through charitable giving. Americans contributed a record 
$295.02 billion to charities in 2006, according to Giving USA 2007, the yearbook 
of philanthropy published by Giving USA Foundation. 
 With appreciation for the contributions Deloitte’s employees made to ECDC 
through their “make-over” in our offices, let me also express gratitude for a gener-
ous nation that makes every day an IMPACT Day for so many in need. 



African Refugee NETWORK 

3 

Houston’s AMCS Awards Scholarships to 15 ‘Stars Among Us’ 
post-secondary education.  The selection 
criteria included both academic achieve-
ment and community service. 
 Each of the eight middle school 
graduates received a $400 scholarship.  
The three high school graduates and four 
college students each received a $1,000 
scholarship. The public school winners 
are from the Alief and Houston Inde-
pendent School Districts. The college 
students are attending three different 
institutions of higher learning. Over the 
past seven years, the Alliance has 
awarded $92,600 in scholarships to stu-
dents representing fifteen countries.   
 Keynote speaker for the event was 
Kenneth Yellowe, a Nigerian immigrant 
who is chair of Global Energy Inc.  Yel-
lowe was honoree at the “Stars Among 
Us” Gala earlier this year, which recog-
nizes an outstanding Houston immigrant 
and raises funds for the scholarship and 
after-school programs.   
 He told the students that America can 
be a country of opportunity for them, as 
it was for him.  Yellowe also announced 
that in addition to the $10,000 he had 
donated at the Gala, he was donating 
another $40,000 to the programs. 
 The Alliance for Multicultural Com-
munity Services is a non-profit agency 
that provides comprehensive social ser-
vices to refugees, immigrants, and low-
income residents in Harris County.  Alli-
ance services include refugee resettle-
ment, job training and counseling, inter-
pretation, immigration services, ESL 
classes, financial tutoring and savings 
assistance and after-school programs. 

 Designed to encourage refugee and 
immigrant children to continue their edu-
cation, the scholarships are awarded to 
students in middle school, high school 
and college and are intended to help 
families pay for school uniforms and sup-
plies, extracurricular school activities and 

T he Alliance for Multicultural 
Community Services (AMCS), a 
Houston affiliate of ECDC, 

awarded $10,200 in scholarships to fif-
teen outstanding refugee students from 
ten different countries at its 7th annual 
“Stars Among Us” event in late May. 

Celebrating their selection as “Stars Among Us” in the Alliance for Multicul-
tural Community Services annual awards ceremony are, from left, Mustafa 
Faiz, Khoine Thinzar Moe, Linh Tu Chau, Brixhilda Mannellari, Abbabiya B. 
Simmbassa, Mohamed Abdi Yusuf, Binti Jelle Abdulle, Khadijo Abrahman 
Abdi, Deborah Obilana, Abida Faiz and Tony Tombe Lukudu.  Not shown are 
winners Edith D. Barley, Lewis Lionel Kobongo and Dukuky Vamuyan. 

 The Department of State’s Bureau of 
Population, Refugees, and Migration 
(PRM) has launched a new public-
private fundraising initiative—The Inter-
national Fund for Refugee Women and 
Children—as a mechanism to encourage 
and manage private sector donations in 
support of its programs and services.  
 Noting that women and children com-
prise the majority of refugees fleeing 
violence and civil unrest, PRM says the 
fund will address long-term refugee 
situations, with a focus on protection, 
basic education and vocational training. 

It will direct donations to projects that 
provide basic education, vocational 
training, human rights education, small 
business development, job skills train-
ing, and literacy.  
 “Gifts supporting such projects for 
women and children will help whole 
countries stabilize and reconstruct their 
societies and will demonstrate the good-
will of the American people globally,” 
according to a PRM Fact Sheet describ-
ing the initiative. “Private funds raised 
through this Fund will not replace exist-
ing budgets or programs, but rather will 

help fill gaps in meeting minimum hu-
manitarian standards and enhance and 
extend the life of programs that are 
working to help refugee women and 
children.” 
 Donations will be directed to PRM’s 
existing partners already working on the 
ground, with funding decisions made in 
the same manner as for appropriated 
funds, the Fact Sheet says,  while seek-
ing to honor donor requests to direct 
contributions to a particular crisis or 
refugee group. For more information, 
visit: www.state.gov/g/prm. 

PRM Launches New Fund on Behalf of Refugee Women, Children 



T he number of UNHCR-assisted re-
turns to Liberia passed the 100,000 

mark in early June with the arrival of a 
convoy carrying more than 250 refugees 
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from Sierra Leone. The Libe-
rian repatriation has been one 
of the largest UNHCR opera-
tions in Africa for the past 
two-and-a-half years, and it 
was scheduled to end by the 
end of the month. Since the 
cut-off date was announced, 
growing numbers of Liberians 
have expressed a desire to 
return home with UNHCR 
help by air, sea and road. 
 Since the start of the Libe-
rian repatriation operation in 
October 2004, more than 
150,000 refugees have re-
turned to Liberia. In addition 
to 100,000 returns assisted by 
UNHCR—half of them from 
neighboring Guinea—another 
50,000 Liberian refugees re-
turned home on their own over 
the past few years, encouraged 

by the restoration of peace and the inau-
guration of the democratically elected 
president and government. 
 In Liberia, UNHCR  also has been 

Among the Liberian refugees returning from Sierra Leone 
were these triplets, whose parents were reluctant to return 
earlier because of concerns about the availability of health 
and education services in their homeland.   NHCR/S.F.Brownell 

involved in the return of some 314,000 
internally displaced persons to their ar-
eas of origin. This program was success-
fully completed in April 2006. Liberian 

internally displaced had been 
living in camps, mainly around 
the capital Monrovia, during 
the more than decade-long 
Liberian conflict. 
 At the end of the organized 
repatriation, UNHCR and 
those countries still hosting 
thousands of Liberian refugees 
are preparing to embark on 
long-term programs aimed at 
their local integration, bring-
ing closure to this chapter of 
West African displacement.  
 There are still some 83,000 
Liberian refugees in West Af-
rica. More than 23,000 remain 
in Ghana, 22,000 in Côte 
d'Ivoire, 15,000 in Sierra 
Leone, 15,000 in Guinea, and 
some 4,000 in Nigeria. The 
rest are scattered in other 
countries of the region. 

UNHCR Concludes Assisted Repatriation Program for Liberians 

A s an estimated 45,000 breast cancer 
survivors and research supporters 

gathered on the National Mall in Wash-
ington, D.C. on June 2 for the 18th an-
nual Susan G. Komen National Race for 
the Cure event, staff members of ECDC’s 
African Community Center in Arlington 
were on hand as participants and to man 

Hala Moddelmog, Komen president and 
CEO said the Washington, D.C., area 
has the highest breast cancer death rate 
in America. Since its founding, the or-
ganization has invested nearly $1 in 
breast cancer research and survivor sup-
port. ACC is one of many local commu-
nity grant recipients. A pre-race rally 

an information 
booth. The 5K event 
raised more than 
$2.6 million to fund 
breast cancer re-
search and local 
patient support pro-
grams for the medi-
cally underserved in 
the National Capital 
Area.  
 The sponsoring 
organization was 
established in 1982 
by Nanc y G. 
Brinker in tribute to 
her dying sister, 
Susan G. Komen. 

and “Parade of 
Pink” was launched 
in the morning, 
involving partici-
pants CBS news 
a n c h o r  K a t i e 
Couric, Komen 
Ambassador René 
Syler,  WUSA9 
anchor Andrea 
Roane, Washing-
ton, D.C., Mayor 
Adrian Fenty and 
Congressman Jim 
Moran (D-Va.). 
 To learn more 
about Komen, visit:  
www.komen.org. 

ACC Arlington Participates in Cancer Event 

Family Enrichment Specialist Konjit 
Moges mans ACC booth at race. 

New ECDC Office in D.C. 
Will Administer HIV/AIDS, 
Other Health Programs  
 Through a grant from the District 
of Columbia’s HIV/AIDS Administra-
tion, ECDC’s branch office in Arling-
ton, Virginia, is now providing rapid 
HIV testing and prevention services 
and breast cancer awareness education 
initiatives to residents of the Capital 
City. 
 The program, which conducted out-
reach on National HIV Testing Day on 
June 27,  is operating from offices lo-
cated at 1500 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Suite 8.  
 The office expects also to provide 
immigration services, according to 
ACC Director Jennifer Schiller.  
 The Administration partners with 
health and community-based organiza-
tions to provide such testing services, 
while also supporting activities about 
the impact of HIV/AIDS on local com-
munities and providing education, in-
formation, referrals and intervention 
services. 





 

Angola                                               4 
Burundi                                         608 
Cameroon                                         4 
Central African Republic               11 
Chad                                                  5 
Congo                                              51 
Dem. Rep. Congo                         690 
Equatorial Guinea                          13 
Eritrea                                            236 
Ethiopia                                         668 
Gambia                                              4 
Ghana                                                2 
 
 
 

Guinea                                                1 
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NEWS BRIEFS 
that poverty, environmental degradation, 
war and persecution continued to drive 
people from their homes and destroy their 
livelihoods. There is a tremendous need 
for the engagement of civil society to 
meet the needs of so many,” he told some 
600 executives of charitable foundations 
and representatives of civil society from 
around the world. 
 
New Study Challenges Link 
With Refugees, HIV Spread 
 A new UNHCR study of seven Afri-
can nations challenges previous assump-
tions that conflict, forced displacement 
and widespread rape have increased the 
prevalence of HIV in sub-Saharan Africa 
and that refugees fleeing conflict spread 
the infection in host communities. Pub-
lished in late June in the British medical 
journal The Lancet, the survey of data on 
HIV prevalence in 12 refugee camps 
showed that nine actually had a lower 
prevalence of infection than surrounding 
host communities, while two had similar 
rates and only one a higher prevalence. 
 The study stressed, however, that the 
findings could not be universally applied 
to all conflicts in the world. “Every case 
must be examined individually and con-
text is very important,” said Paul Spiegel, 
who heads UNHCR’s HIV and AIDS 
unit. He added that the findings should 
not be interpreted to mean people should 
not worry about HIV in conflict. 

Jolie-Pitt Foundation Gives 
$1 Million to Darfur Aid 
 UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador An-
gelina Jolie and actor Brad Pitt have do-
nated $1 million toward the humanitarian 
effort assisting millions of people af-
fected by the crisis in Sudan’s Darfur 
region. The funds will help finance the 
work of UNHCR, the International Res-
cue Committee and SOS Children’s Vil-
lages, all engaged in assisting the esti-
mated two million people displaced 
within Darfur and the 240,000 refugees 
from Darfur living in camps in eastern 
Chad. 
 Jolie and Pitt recently visited the 
Oure-Cassoni camp, where they ob-
served the psychological assistance being 
provided to traumatized children by the 
SOS organization.  
 
UNHCR’s Guterres Urges 
Foundation Aid to Refugees 
 Addressing the opening of the annual 
conference of the European Foundation 
Center in Madrid in early June, High 
Commissioner for Refugees António 
Guterres made a fresh call on the world’s 
major foundations to use their expertise 
and extensive resources to help the 
world’s millions of refugees and dis-
placed people. 
 Describing the 21st century as “the 
century of people on the move,’ he added 

Ivory Coast                                         6 
Liberia                                          1,141 
Mauritania                                         37 
Nigeria                                              13 
Rwanda                                           140 
Sierra Leone                                     92 
Somalia                                        3,956 
Sudan            573 
Togo                                                 30 
Uganda                                             25 
Zimbabwe                                           1 
 

                    TOTAL                      8,311 
 

 

 Source: U.S. Department of State, PRM 

FY 2007 African Refugee Admissions 
As of May 31, 2007  Ceiling for FY 2007 is 22,000 

 

     Country of Origin                    Refugees          Country of Origin                    Refugees 
 

[Continued  on page 7] 

 Under the theme “A New Home, A 
New Life,” the seventh annual World 
Refugee Day was observed on June 20 in 
Washington, D.C., San Francisco and 
Chicago with events arranged by USA for 
UNHCR, while other observances in 100 
countries around the world celebrated the 
contributions refugees make to local com-
munities where they have gained a meas-
ure of security and independence.  
 At the National Geographic Museum 
at Explores Hall and the Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts Millennium Stage 
in the District of Columbia, a day-long 
series of events unfolded, including musi-
cal performances, photo exhibits, discus-
sion panels and a screening of the film 
“God Grew Tired of Us.” 
 In New York, Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon said in his first World Refugee 
Day message as U.N. chief that interna-
tional solidarity was crucial to meet the 
urgent humanitarian needs of refugees 
and others forcibly displaced. 
 “As we mark World Refugee Day, let 
us recall what sets these families, children 
and elderly apart from others on the move 
around the globe. The difference is that 
they cannot go home. To ensure that they 
are cared for and protected until they can, 
let us offer them our support and under-
standing,” he said. 
 High Commissioner António Guterres 
celebrated the event in Africa, while 
Goodwill Ambassadors such as Angelina 
Jolie, Adel Imam, George Dalaras, 
Muazzed Ersoy and Osvaldo Laport lent 
their support with interviews, appearances 
and campaigning.  
 Global WRD celebrations kicked off 
in New Zealand. In Wellington, an offi-
cial ceremony was held at Parliament 
House while on a nearby soccer pitch a 
team of celebrities took on a World Refu-
gee All Stars XI team. In Canberra, Aus-
tralia, flags flew in the parliamentary 
zone while the Captain Cook Fountain 
and other monuments were spotlighted in 
blue.  
 The refugee agency’s Japan office held 
a grand commemorative event in the 
downtown U.N. House. Activities in-
cluded panel discussions, a photo exhibi-

World Refugee Day Events 
Celebrate Contributions, 
Courage of Survivors 
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RESOURCES CALENDAR 
Refworld, UNHCR’s vast collection of 
reports and information, formerly avail-
able only in CD-Rom and DVD for-
mats, has been re-launched as an online 
resource, providing immediate access to 
data about such issues as status deter-
mination, statelessness, migration and 
related issues, gender equality and 
women, internally displaced persons, 
resettlement, voluntary repatriation and 
children.  
 The free service is updated daily and 
includes special features on topics of 
importance to UNHCR’s global net-
work of field offices, governments, in-
ternational, regional and non-
governmental organizations, academic 
institutions and judicial bodies. It in-
cludes multiple and advanced possibili-
ties for browsing the collection of more 
than 76,000 documents by region and/
or country, by publisher, by topic or 
keyword and by document type. . 
It is available at: www.refworld.org. 

August 7-9 — Florida’s statewide Refu-
gee Services Conference will be held at 
the Hotel Intercontinental in Miami un-
der the theme Facing Challenges in the 
Midst of Change. The event will feature  
educational and informative sessions, 
exhibits and networking opportunities. 
For information, visit: 
www.dcf.state.fl.us/refugee/ 
 
August 15-18 — The Tenth Triennial 
Congress of the Somali Studies Interna-
tional Association will be held at Ohio 
State University in Columbus, Ohio. For 
information, visit: 
www.somalistudies.org. 
 
September 11-12 — An advanced level 
RefugeeWorks training institute will be 
held in Louisville, Kentucky, hosted by 
Catholic Charities Migration and Refu-
gee Services. Topics will include eco-
nomic development, support services 
and vocational graining. For details, 

visit: www.refugeeworks.org. 
 
October 22-23 — Strengthening Refu-
gee Families: Issues, Best Practices, 
and Innovation is the theme of a na-
tional conference scheduled at the Holi-
day Inn Chicago-Mart Plaza, in Chi-
cago. For information, visit:  
www.thecenterweb.org. 
 
September 10-11 — The first Youth 
Microenterprise Conference will be 
held at the Cafritz Conference Center in 
Washington, D.C. It will assemble in-
ternational development practitioners, 
policy makers, youth and experienced 
professionals in the fields of education, 
global health, microenterprise creation 
and youth entrepreneurship to explore 
how microenterprise can address such 
issues a youth unemployment and vul-
nerability and economic development. 
For more information visit:  
www.ymeconference.org. 


